Multi-author books can be very disjointed and patchy. The editors are to be congratulated on producing a compact, fairly uniform and easily digested resume of modern attitudes and practice in the specialty. It provides a very useful refresher course for the busy clinician and most chapters give copious references for further selective reading. Because the contributors write with authority, each chapter gives a balanced report of the present situation in that particular subject, and avoids the hazard of becoming a jumbled summary of recent articles. The chapters on related subjects are particularly useful as they give an up-to-date summary of the facts which a well informed clinician should know, saving him the labour of extracting the relevant information from unfamiliar journals and textbooks.
There 
